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County Public Works Building
$13M Proposal

Issue: Steele County proposes $13M Public Works
Building

How Can I Easily Connect with
Lawmakers?
VoiceforOwatonna.org and VoiceforOwatonna.
blogspot.com allows the Chamber to advocate
for local buisnesses with a unified voice.
Now you can:
•Easily contact your lawmakers about the
issues you care about (easy click through communication form)
•View how lawmakers voted on issues through
the online scorecard
•Get the latest news on local and national issues

Why We Care: Property Taxes are a major business expense; using those dollars
most efficiently is imperative.
Background:
•April ’12 Chamber submits a letter with several
questions about the new
highway department.

Online tools

•View OACCT position statements on issues
that impact the way you do business
•Access a variety of voter resources, including
print-ready voter registration forms and absentee ballots, as well as look up your elected officials and candidates for upcoming elections.

OACCT members attended the county

•May 8th Chamber attends
open house on May 15th to learn more
Committee of the Whole about the proposed $13M public works
meeting and asks several
building and understand the costs.
more questions about the
project.
•May 15th public meeting-chamber invites membership to attend the meeting
and ask their questions. Many business leaders attend and voice concerns.
•May 16th Chamber asked by county to bring small delegation to the table to look
at the project and its cost.
Status: Chamber meeting with county on the cost of the project. June 12th: a
public meeting slated for County Commissioners to vote on funding for the project.
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Board

Riverland Community College

Barb Heerema
Community Bank Owatonna
Jennifer Menzner
TPS Insurance Agency
Cindy Rossow
Cedar Gallery
Michael Peterson
McGregor Chiropractic
Vicki Lysne
Comfort Inn
Cathy Martin
Block Plumbing & Heating/
Just One More
Greg Olson

Board of Directors

Mike Milstead, Chair
Ag Power Enterprises
Scott Kubicek, Vice Chair
Advantage Cabinets
Joe Effertz, Past Chair
Oldcastle BuildingEnvelope
Brad Breyer, Treasurer
United Prairie Bank
Laura Brady, At-Large
Haute Tanning
Jennifer Martin, At-Large
AmericInn Hotel &
Convention Center
Glen Meger
Brick Meger Funeral Home
Dave Hietala

Pictured above is Les Abraham, Doug Hughes, Nina Huntington, Gary Ringhofer and Rick Wittrock from the Steele County District
5 primary candidate forum this winter.

There are a number of key reasons the Public Policy Committee performs
a vital role for both members as well as local residents. First of all, having committee volunteers
attending most of the county
and city board meetings and
sharing the information with
members via
VoiceforOwatonna.blogspot.
com is astounding in itself.

In a recent OACCT member
survey, 39% of respondents stated that “issues that keep them
up at night” related to government taxes, regulations and out
of touch lawmakers.

This committee has created
some very close relationships
with both the City and County
that result in more clear communication, as well as
more respect for the work each of the aforementioned groups perform. This mutual respect has
resulted in some remarkable collaboration efforts including the ongoing LEAN process with the
City of Owatonna and collaboration on the Public Works facility for Steele County.
Mike Peterson
McGregor Chiropractic

Julie Rethemeier
Federated Insurance
Company
Shirley Schultz
Costas’ Candies &
Restaurant

Public Policy
public policy committee

Mike Peterson, Chair
McGregor Chiropractic
Nathan Dotson
Dotson Woodworking
Jim Gunderson
Farm Bureau Financial
Services
Nina Huntington
Holland Family Dental
Trevor Jensen
Jensen Agency
Steve Kath
The Retrofit Companies
Dr. Terry Leas

Join the OACCT, Owatonna People’s Press, Noon and Morning Rotary Clubs Mondays in October from 11:30-1:30 PM at the
Owatonna Country Club. You can also learn more about candidates by visiting VoiceforOwatonna.org/ voter-resources.

Policy Committee Working for You

Patton, Hoversten, & Berg, PA

Committee

With four city, four county and four school board elected seats up for election this fall, a number of Candidate Forums have
been planned to get you connected to the candidates locally, as well as State District 24 candidates.

There is a list of open seats for a number of elected positions that can be viewed at VoiceforOwatonna.org. If, as a local chamber member, you have even the slightest interest in public office, the
citizens of Owatonna and the county would be lucky to have a local business owner
using their expertise to make some of the big decisions that are forthcoming.

Have You Considered Running for Office?
Open seats and filing dates:
Steele County Commissioner
Filing: May 22-June 5
District 2 – Two year term
District 3 – Four year term
District 4 – Four year term
District 5 – Four year term
File with the Steele County Auditor,
630 Florence Ave.

School Board
Filing: July 31- August 14
Board of Director- Four year term
Board of Director- Four year term
Board of Director- Four year term
Board of Director-Two year term
File at the School District Office, 515
W. Bridge St.

Riverland Community College
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Glen Meger
Brick-Meger Funeral Home

Andy Michaletz
Owatonna Business Park
Mike Milstead
Ag Power Enterprises, Inc.
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City of Owatonna
Filing: July 31 – August 14
Member at Large
Second Ward
Fourth Ward
Mayor
File at City Hall, City Clerk’s office,
540 West Hills Circle
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Call 507.451.7970
Email oacct@owatonna.org
Fax 507.451.7972
Web www.owatonna.org
Hours M-F: 8am-5pm

320 Hoffman Drive
Owatonna, MN 55060
Follow us on
Visa, Mastercard & Discover Card
accepted

advocacy Business Development
LEAN-City Effort

Issue: City LEAN Process ImprovementsLocal Government Efficiency
Why We Care: Property Taxes are a major
business expense; using those dollars most
efficiently is imperative.
Background:
•2010 Owatonna Chamber received a grant
from the Bush Foundation through the MN Chamber for local
government redesign. We used it to fund the first LEAN Process
improvement event.
•2011 received a second round of grant money from Bush Foundation. In process of conducting 7-8 different process improvements.
•Inspections successes with LEAN: reduced processing time from
10 to 5 days; reduced amount of paperwork to be filled out from 8
to 4 pages; increased their hours; identified ways to conduct more
inspections with the same number of people and improved communications with new website design.
Status: In process

Owatonna School District
Issue: Business Community Engagement with Schools
Why We Care: The Schools
are vital in the quality of life
for our community, future
workforce training and overall success of our economy.
Background:
•Sept. ’11 Chamber spends
time studying bond proposal; ultimately doesn’t take a
position.
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Advantage Cabin
Scott Kubicek |

•April 23: Policy Chair Mike Peterson and Brad Meier read letter to
board asking to be part of future proposal development.
Status: Chamber has made the offer to the School Board.

Sales Tax & Use Audit
Issue: Lack of clarity of the Sales and Use Tax laws. Many businesses are surprised with tax burdens they were not previously
aware of in spite of diligent efforts to understand and comply with
the regulations.
Why We Care: Barrier to business growth, cost of fines, down time
and confusion created by the inconsistencies of the auditors.
Background:
•April 17: Letter with suggestions for improvement sent to elected
officials with buisness concerns regarding the Sales Tax & Use
audits.
Status: Waiting to hear response from MN Dept. Revenue’s Commissioner Frans to our letter.

Voice For Owatonna
Action Alerts
This session, the OACCT implemented
our “Action Alert”
email
campaigns
through
VoiceforOwatonna.org.
Email messages are pre-designed, so you can simply click
through a communication
form on VoiceforOwatonna.org
and urge your elected official
to take pro-business action.
Want to stay on top of the issue
you emailed about? You can subscribe to an RSS feed via the grassroots action center.

City Budget Study Session Upcoming
The Public Policy committee has spoken with Adminstrator Busse
and Financial Director Moen regarding this year’s important business budget items like the “central garage” concept (tracking vehicle
use per department), building/square footage allocations and budgeting for no or less LGA.
June 19: 5:30 pm: Study Session - Audit Presentation & Annual Financial Report
July dates are tentative
July 2 thru July 20: City Administrator and Finance Director meet
with Department Heads regarding individual department budgets.
July 3: Study Session - Open; 7 pm - Regular City Council Meeting
July 17: Study Session - Open; 7 pm - Regular City Council Meeting
View study session dates on VoiceforOwatonna.org

Sales Tax & Use Audit: Elected Officials
Senator Parry along with Representataive
Kath have broght the Sales Tax & Use Audit
issue up to the Minnesota Department of
Revenue.
In a written letter, Representative Kath stated to Commissioner Myron Frans “Since
small businesses are clearly the backbone of our
economy, it is important that the state provide a
positive foundation during these tough economic
times.”
Kath also requested Frans for his “...careful
attention to the enclosed [Owatonna Area Chamber of Commerce & Tourism’s] letter...”

Representative
Kory Kath

voiceforowatonna.org

voiceforowatonna.blogspot.com • events & more!
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Owatonna Advocacy
12 County Regional Human Services Model

Hwy. 14 Update
Issue: Completion of four lane
Highway 14 from Owatonna
to Dodge Center
Why We Care: Transportation
infrastructure and safety are
important to our economy
Troy Hansen, Viracon recently spoke at a
Background:
press conference of the importance of Hwy. •2012: Highway 14 from Owa14 to Viracon’s material transportation and tonna to Dodge Center do not
their employee safety.
appear to be part of the 20

year MnDOT plan.

•March 14: Chamber has lobbied Governor Dayton and local legislators that this is unacceptable; sent out email alert encouraging
members to do the same.

County officials met with business leaders to discuss the 12 regional
county human services management and delivery model. The conceptualized business model shows if services are combined to meet
the demographic need an estimated $25-$40 million (10-15%) savings
over a five year period could be realized per county and an estimated
$50+ million total savings realized by federal, state and counties (combined) over a five year period.

Status: MN DOT holding a public meeting in Owatonna on May
30th-updates can be found on VoiceforOwatonna.org and Facebook.com/owatonna.

Prevailing Wage

“I feel prevailineng t
wage in its presuge
Why We Care: Often government
format is a h
projects cost more because of prevailing wage.
detriment and to
Background:
dditional expenseand
a
•A bill in the 2012 legislature
all public entitiesause
would’ve changed the calculation
of prevailing wage from ‘mode’ to
tax payers bec cost
‘mean’.
increases the to
it
•The legislation would have changed
rojects by 20
the overtime threshold to being solely o f p
40 hours in a week.
100%.”
Issue: Changing the way prevailing wage is calculated in Minnesota

Status: No action by 2012 legislature.
Issue for 2013 legislative session.

Next steps include answering questions of governance (i.e. 1 county, 1
vote on the regional board), funding (where/how is money dispersed),
locations of high touch services, and pay plan.
An upcoming meeting with all counties will determine if this conceptional model will push forward into reality.

Regional Legislative Issues for 2013

anies

Retrofit Comp
Steve Kath | The

E-Fairness Legislation

OACCT members, and other business leaders from the region, gathered to share input on business issues the Minnesota Chamber should
focus on for the 2013 session.

Issue: On line retailers not paying state sales tax.
Why We Care: Our bricks and mortar businesses are paying their
fair share, online retailers are not.
Background:
•E-fairness is state legislation that would require on line retailers
like Amazon to pay the MN sales tax like everyone else.
•2012 legislature-failed to pass this legislation.
Status: Issue for 2013 legislative session.
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Among the top issues: taxes and tax reform (business should be part
of the discussion); workforce issues (specifically soft/critical skill development); energy costs (less government mandates); healthcare;
prevailing wage and the state departments managing details of the
legislative action that is unclear and not consistent, which makes it
difficult for businesses to comply.

voiceforowatonna.org

voiceforowatonna.blogspot.com • events & more!

Federal Impacts Us
Federal Transportation

Issue: Transportation/Rebuild Infrastructure
Why We Care: Transportation infrastructure and safety are important to our
economy; we advocate for infrastructure dollars for our area.
Background: One-third of major roads are in poor or mediocre condition. If transportation networks continue to deteriorate, the U.S. Chamber’s Transportation
Performance Index projects that over the next five years, the economy could
forgo as much as $336 billion in lost growth.
Status: April 18, 2012 - Motion to reconsider laid on the table; agreed to without
objection.

Federal Trade and Tourism

Issue: Expand trade, investment, and
tourism

Why We Care: We advocate the importance of both expanded trade and tourism for our local economy.
Background: More than 38 million
American jobs depend on trade. One
in three manufacturing jobs depends
on exports, and one in three acres on
American farms is planted for hungry
consumers overseas.
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Many foreign countries still maintain
steep tariffs and other barriers against
U.S. exports, while the U.S. market is largely wide open.
American workers and farmers deserve the opportunity to
compete—and succeed—on a level playing field.

Ed Kurzontkowski

| Cybex

Done right,on time, as promised.

Owatonna, MN • Phone: 507.446.5300

Owatonna College & University Center
965 Alexander Drive SW

507.455.5880 or 800.247.5039

www.riverland.edu

Status: May 07, 2012 - Referred to the Subcommittee

Steele- Waseca
Cooperative
Electric

Trip to D.C. for Contacts with Representatives
Owatonna business was represented at the
small business summit in Washington D.C. May
21-23 and visited with U.S. Senators Klobuchar
and Franken. The Owatonna Chamber is advocating for continued growth of free trade with
other countries and continued infrastructure
investment.

• High Quality Printing
• Digital Printing
• Wide Format Printing
• Complete Mailing Service
• Bindery Services
• Marketing Solutions
• Web to Print
• Quick Turn

2411 West Bridge Street, Owatonna MN 55060
507.451.7340 • fax: 507.446.4242
swce@swce.coop • www.swce.coop

Pictured left: OACCT Board Chair Mike Milstead,
Ag Power Enterprises, Inc. participates in the
annual trip to Washington D.C.

Owatonna Area Chamber of Commerce & Tourism
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OACCT events

Don’t miss out!

ATONNA.OR

June events
Promotions Committee

June 7
Plan Retail Events
The Kitchen, 329 Cedar Ave. N
7:30 am

3rd Thursday networking

June 21
Steele County Historical Society
History Center,
1448 Austin Road
Sponsored by Elite Shredding,
now Shred Right

5 Days of Fun

Habitat for Humanity

would like to welcome Roxie
Bauer as the new office assistant.

Visiting Angels Homecare is excited to announce that
they have opened a second office. Now, in addition
to their Owatonna location, they have an office at
530 Riverfront Drive in Mankato.

Kevin Buckman is now the general manager of

July 25-29
Sidewalk Sales, Kids Parade, Hog
Meal & Street Dance
Downtown Owatonna

Tradesmen International.
Learning ZoneXpress announced that president and

founder Melanie Nelson was named a finalist in the
Ernst & Young Entrepreneur Of The Year® 2012
program in the Upper Midwest.

3rd Thursday networking

July 19
Hy-Vee meeting room
1620 Cedar Avenue South
Sponsored Owatonna Business
Networkers
11:57 am

Business After Hours

July 24
Sponsored by Carlson Branstad &
Co, LLC, Sweet Towing & Repair,
Tropical Tanning / Laundry/
Car Wash and TurningPoint
Management, at Carlson
Branstad, 225 Cedardale Dr. SE

June 26
Sponsored by Riverland
Community College,
965 Alexander Drive
5:30 pm

Marco, Inc. announced that Jeff Gau, CEO, was

named a finalist in the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur
Of The Year® 2012 program in the Upper Midwest.

10 Year Recognition
Congratulations to Sharon West who
celebrated 10 years of service on
May 7th. Sharon has served many
roles at the Chamber, but currently is
the office manager and liaison to the
Ambassador group.

5:30 pm

Chamber Pack Insert
Supply the OACCT with 625
copies of your promotional insert
by June 28 for July’s mailing; cost
is $125

by the 15th of each month

July events

11:57 am

Business After Hours

Submit your business news

Chamber Pack Insert

save the date--golf event

Supply the OACCT with 625
copies of your promotional insert
by July 26 for August’s mailing;
cost is $125

August 9
Sponsored by Spherion Staffing
Owatonna Country Club
All OACCT event participants are subject to photography or videography exposure.
These photos or videos may be reproduced in publications or promotional items developed by the OACCT. All photos and videos are property of the OACCT.

Sharon West
Office Manager

Congratulations to
Lisa Havelka who is
celebrating her 10 year anniversary
at the Chamber on June 3rd.
In 2002, Lisa was hired as an
economic development assistant,
later became the MainStreet
Director and has been the Tourism
Director since 2009.

Welcome New Members
AGI Electric
Dan Knutson
9153 SE 24th Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 456-4082
Electrical Contractor - Commercial, Industrial,
Residential and Farm
agielectric@centurylink.net
agielectric.com

Lisa Havelka
Tourism Director

Owatonna Chamber

OTown Auctions, LLC
Mike Prokopec
707 North Elm Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060
(507) 475-0992
Weekly online auctions-bring in your unwanted items
and they sell them.
info@otownauctions.com
otownauctions.com

Business Brief is published by the Owatonna Area Chamber of Commerce & Tourism at 320 Hoffman Drive,
Owatonna, Minnesota 55060 | Phone: 507-451-7970 | 800-423-6466 | www.owatonna.org

MEMBERS

Chamber member
businesses are encouraged
to display the “Member”
Chamber logo on their
website, marketing material,
and business window/door.
The Chamber is happy to
supply our logo to members
in an electronic file format
by contacting Katie
Nelson at 507-451-7970 or
knelson@owatonna.org.

