
 

2021 Key Legislative Issues 

LOCAL AND REGIONAL ISSUES 
Minnesota’s Economic Recovery is Imperative 

• Support employers and employees throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. The impact of COVID-
19 on the statewide economy and many sectors of the business community will have lasting 
impact and the legislature must first “do no harm” and instead pass measures that spur recovery 
and economic growth. Businesses cannot sustain additional tax and fee increases, mandates, 
regulatory burdens and other measures that will further impede business recovery.  

o Support: 
▪ Reopening of all businesses is a top priority and continue with the Minnesota 

Ready Campaign. 
▪ Tax reforms and small business grants to provide hard-hit industries with 

immediate cash flow. 
▪ No taxes on the PPP Loans 
▪ Unemployment Insurance  

• Reimbursing (Nonprofit) Agencies should be made whole. 

• No increases to rates throughout 2020 - 2021 
o UI reform to prevent employee benefit of abuse. 

▪ Enacting COVID-19 lawsuit liability protections for businesses. 
▪ Maintaining and enhancing connectivity, i.e. broadband. 
▪ Reorienting workforce development programs based on immediate needs in a 

post-COVID-19 economy. 
▪ Through state guidance, maximizing the ability of schools to safely bring back 

students to campus for in-person, full-time instruction. 
▪ Providing one-time targeted child care funding to meet the needs of low-income 

and essential workers and providers.  

• Support maintaining benefit flexibility.  We are committed to providing the best workplaces 
for employees. As demonstrated throughout the pandemic, Minnesota employers adhere to 
strict safety protocols, labor laws and workplace standards to maintain healthy, respectful and 
inclusive workplaces.  

o Support statewide pre-emption of local mandates and support employer flexibility in 
determining workplace wage, benefit, scheduling and staffing decisions. Employers 
design benefit packages to meet their employees’ needs. Employer protections must be 
recognized, addressed and implemented if Minnesota legalizes use of recreational 
marijuana.  

 

 

 

 



 

Minnesota’s Economic Recovery is Imperative, con’t 
• Support ensuring high-quality, affordable health care - Health insurance is an increasingly 

important benefit, allowing employers attract and retain talent in the marketplace and ensure 
their employees stay healthy and productive at work. We oppose additional mandates and 
taxes that drive up costs and instead, urge the legislature to improve coverage options 
including continued stability in the individual market through reinsurance. We oppose a 
government-sponsored public option which would lead to significant financial impacts on 
providers and hospitals – especially in rural areas and underserved communities and increase 
costs for those with private coverage – whether fully-insured or self-funded – because health 
care providers will be forced to shift even more costs to these Minnesotans. 

 

Local Transportation issues 
 

• Oppose the Clean Cars Minnesota rule as due to the pandemic, auto dealers are unable to deal 
with this additional challenge, it is ill-suited for the Minnesota automobile market, raises costs 
for consumers and is a matter that should be decided at the Legislature instead of through agency 
rulemaking. There is ongoing legal uncertainty about a state’s authority to adopt such rules that 
should be resolved prior to proceeding.  

 

• Support the prevention of scrap metal dealers from buying catalytic converters from anyone 
other than a bona fide automobile repair shop. Catalytic converters are stolen because of their 
high resale value to scrap metal dealers for the precious metals inside. They are relatively easy 
to steal, and lack identifying marks. 

 

• 35E & County Road J Highway Construction Project - Support the engineering study at the 
intersections on and around County Road J and 35E traveling from all directions.  Through the 
2020 bonding bill, this engineering study did receive the necessary funding and we will continue 
to follow all updates until the completion of the study which will take approximately 1.5 years. 

 

• Bus Transit – Support expansion of bus services in the Northeast Metro. The Purple Line (Rush 
Line) is expected to be compete in 2025, but the need for busing is now for the Northeast Metro. 
The White Bear Area Chamber supports all efforts to add and expand on daily bus services 
throughout the area. The local businesses and schools are currently in need of transportation for 
their employees, customers and students. We strongly support a partnership between area 
employers and schools and either a public or private sector transit provider.  

 

• Autonomous Vehicles – Support the autonomous vehicle pilot project in White Bear Lake. The 
route will run on Orchard Ave. to the YMCA.  There will be an educational component that will 
engage students to learn aspects of working with this new transportation innovation. The 
Chamber, University of Minnesota, WBL School District, Century College and Newtrax are 
partners in this initiative. We urge both the City of White Bear Lake and the WBL School District 
to take advantage of support from MNDOT to move forward with this pilot project. 

 
 



 
White Bear Lake & Water Issues 

 

• Support a northeast metropolitan regional approach to water usage that recognizes the need 
for conservation while not impeding business expansion and economic development.  

 

Education and Workforce Development 
 

• Support private-sector initiatives to increase employer engagement in the training of workers 
in addition to supporting policies that ensure student readiness. To enhance the state’s global 
economic competitiveness, there must be a strong alignment of education and workforce 
development with employer needs. Too often, publicly funded workforce programs are difficult 
for employers to utilize.  

o One size fits all mandates stifle innovation, creativity and local control. The Governor and 
Legislature should oppose any new unfunded mandates and encourage innovation: 

o Expand the innovation zone law to allow school districts to: 
▪ Implement a competency-based education model in lieu of seat time 

requirements;  
▪ Collaborate with post-secondary institutions, nonprofit organizations and 

businesses to enhance course offerings and opportunities for students; 

• Support Century College with Governor Walz’s proposed $63.5M in funding for Minnesota 
State. 
 

 

STATEWIDE ISSUES 
 

 

Transportation Investment 

• Current estimates indicate that the state’s transportation revenues will decline by roughly $400 
million in the current biennium due to the reduction in travel and economic activity associated 
with the COVID-19 pandemic. We recognize that finding solutions to the near-term revenue 
shortfall will be difficult during a time of General Fund budget deficits, economic turbulence, 
and pandemic, however we must maintain, and if possible, increase general fund revenues 
dedicated to transportation.  Other funding options include increased fees for electric vehicles, 
increased tab fees (through a depreciation schedule adjustment) and achieving more 
investment through greater efficiencies. 

 

ENERGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

• Support achieving Minnesota businesses’ sustainability goals while keeping Minnesota energy 
rates competitive. Environmental sustainability and economic competitiveness, if done right, 
are not mutually exclusive. We must continue needed progress on permitting efficiencies and 
streamlining.   

 


